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THANKSGIVING DAY 

NOVEMBER 22, 2018 

9:30 A.M. 

 

PRELUDE ................... “Come, You Thankful People Come,” B. Slagle Mayo 
 

Stand 
 
OPENING HYMN ............................................ “We Praise You, O God,” #870 
 
INVOCATION 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 
 

L Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed 
upon us.  For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and 
sea, and for all its bounty. 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of 
Christ, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, our friends, and 
neighbors, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve,  

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in 
adversity, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 

C We thank you, Lord. 

L For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 

C We thank you, Lord. 



 3 

L Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us 
in Christ Jesus our Lord; 

C To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
 

L I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  What 
does this mean? 

C I believe that God has created me and all that exists.  He has given me 
and still preserves my body and soul with all their powers.  He 
provides me with food and clothing, home and family, daily work, and 
all I need from day to day.  God also protects me in time of danger and 
guards me from every evil.  All this he does out of fatherly and divine 
goodness and mercy, though I do not deserve it.  Therefore I surely 
ought to thank and praise, serve and obey him. This is most certainly 
true. 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE .....................“All People That on Earth Do Dwell,” #883 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Almighty God our Father, your generous goodness comes to us new every 
day.  By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give 
thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
FIRST READING .................................................................................. Joel 2:21-27 

 

21Do not fear, O soil; 
  be glad and rejoice, 
  for the LORD has done great things! 
22Do not fear, you animals of the field, 
  for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, 
  the fig tree and vine give their full yield. 
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23O children of Zion, be glad 
  and rejoice in the LORD your God; 
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, 
  he has poured down for you abundant rain, 
  the early and the later rain, as before. 
24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, 
  the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
 
25I will repay you for the years 
  that the swarming locust has eaten, 
the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, 
  my great army, which I sent against you. 
 
26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, 
  and praise the name of the LORD your God, 
  who has dealt wondrously with you. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, 
  and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 
And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

 
SECOND READING ..................................................................... 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
 
1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, 
so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3This is 
right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires everyone to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God; there 
is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 
6who gave himself a ransom for all — this was attested at the right time.7For this 
I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 
Stand 
 
GOSPEL HYMN .............................................. “Praise and Thanksgiving,” #689 
 
GOSPEL  ........................................................................................ Matthew 6:25-33 
 
[Jesus said,] 25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 
eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; 
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they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
spin, 29yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you of 
little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these 
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well.” 
 
Silence for meditation. 
 
SERMON 
 
Stand 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ........................... “Now Thank We All Our God,” #839 
 
Sit 
 
OFFERING ........................... “Now Thank We All Our God,” Michael Larkin 
 
THE PRAYERS 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 
CLOSING HYMN .......................................“Let All Things Now Living,” #881 
 
POSTLUDE ............................. “Let All Things Now Living,” Lynette Maynard 
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PARTICIPATING IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 

Preacher & Presider:  Pastor Bridger 

 

Assisting Minister:  Pastor Shelley Nelson-Bridger 

 

Pianist:  Lisa Daley 

 

Altar Guild:  Laura Gaydos, Maria Geier 

 

Deacon:  Phil Neumann 

 

Trustee:  Mike Green 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215
th
 St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 

www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 

 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 

Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 

 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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